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healthcare decisions, to affordable
childcare, to paid family and medical
leave, to retirement security, and to
equal pay for equal work.

We still have work to do. We must
continue breaking down barriers so fu-
ture women leaders of all backgrounds
can be heard. Together, we will achieve
great things.

I urge all of my colleagues to join me
in the celebration of the 19th Amend-
ment.

———

19TH AMENDMENT ENSURED
WOMEN FULL PARTICIPATION IN
OUR DEMOCRACY

(Mrs. WAGNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. WAGNER. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to support H. Res. 354, cele-
brating the 100th anniversary of this
body passing the 19th Amendment.

On May 21, 1919, the House of Rep-
resentatives approved a proposed
amendment to the Constitution that
provided suffrage for women. This
amendment not only ensured that all
women are full participants in our de-
mocracy, but it also ensured that the
United States is a full democracy.

Women and girls have always pos-
sessed the same fundamental rights as
men and are essential to a stable,
peaceful society.

On behalf of every woman in the Sec-
ond District of Missouri, I honor the
role that the ratification of the 19th
Amendment played in fulfilling the
principles of the Constitution for
women.

I commit to working to strengthen
our democracy as we remember re-
markable women like Susan B. An-
thony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and
others who fought for our freedoms.

———

CONTINUE FIGHTING FOR EQUAL
RIGHTS OF WOMEN

(Ms. ESCOBAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ESCOBAR. Madam Speaker,
today, we recognize a historic day in
our Nation, the 100th anniversary of
the House passage of the 19th Amend-
ment, which, once ratified, granted
most women the right to vote, bringing
them one step closer to equality with
their male peers.

That ratification was 10 years in the
making. Sadly, this pace of progress,
this slow pace, is still all too common.
Throughout history, women have had
to fight for the same rights automati-
cally afforded to men. Today, that
fight continues.

As we stand on the shoulders of all
the women who challenged convention,
who fought and refused to quit so that
we could be here in a moment where
some 68 million women vote in Amer-
ica and the first two Latina women
represent Texas in the people’s House,
our responsibility is to continue that
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fight against the erosion of women’s
rights that we are witnessing today
and to fight for equal treatment and
opportunity for all.

———

HONOR 19TH AMENDMENT BY
EXERCISING THE RIGHT TO VOTE

(Mrs. HARTZLER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. HARTZLER. Madam Speaker,
going door to door in my first cam-
paign, a sweet, elderly lady invited me
in for iced tea. As she discussed my
race, she shared that she had never
missed a chance to vote since she was
a young girl.

One day, her mother had hitched the
horses to the wagon, pulled up in front
of the house, told her to get in, flicked
the reins, and they were on their way
to town. With determination and pride,
her mother announced, ‘‘Today, for the
first time in our country, we get to
vote. We must always exercise this
privilege.”” And that girl did, every
election, for over 74 years.

As we celebrate the 100th anniversary
of this Chamber passing the 19th
Amendment to our Constitution, giv-
ing women the right to vote, we must
all reflect on what this right to vote
truly means. I am grateful for this
privilege not only to vote on election
day but also to stand here and rep-
resent the good people of Missouri’s
Fourth District and cast their vote
here in Congress.

We live in the greatest country in the
world. Let us always remember those
who secured our freedoms and honor
their legacy by exercising the right to
vote.

——————

HONORING COURAGEOUS WOMEN
WHO WON RIGHT TO VOTE

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Madam Speaker, just over 100
years ago, my mother was born with-
out the right to vote. Like other
women of her time, she had no vote,
and she had no voice in her govern-
ment.

Today, we honor the courageous
women who marched, staged hunger
strikes, went to jail, and persevered in
order to win this fundamental right for
half the country, forever altering our
democracy by ensuring that everyone
in this country, including women, had
the constitutional right to vote.

I am deeply grateful that my mother
benefited from their efforts and that
she would live to see her daughter run
for and be elected to Congress.

Millions of women voted for the first
time in November 1920 and in the near-
ly 100 years since. But we still have
much more work to do.

I am determined that, one day soon,
all of our daughters and sons will wit-
ness the ratification of the Equal
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Rights Amendment, which, at long
last, makes it clear that equal means
equal.

——————

CELEBRATING THOSE WHO
FOUGHT FOR WOMEN’S RIGHT TO
VOTE

(Mrs. LESKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. LESKO. Madam Speaker, I am
proud to speak before the U.S. House of
Representatives in celebration of the
100th anniversary of the House passage
of the 19th Amendment that gave all
women the right to vote. This centen-
nial is one of the most important in
our Nation’s history, and I am thrilled
to be celebrating it with my colleagues
here on the House floor.

The fight for women’s suffrage in my
State of Arizona began when we were
still a territory in the 1800s. Brave
women, like Josephine Hughes of Tuc-
son, Frances Munds of Prescott, and
others, led the suffragist movement in
Arizona so that women in Arizona won
the right to vote even before the 19th
Amendment passed.

Let us celebrate the many women
and men who fought for so much over
s0 many years to ensure the right to
vote for women in America.

As the daughter of a great mother, as
the mother of a wonderful daughter,
and as the grandmother to a 1-week-old
granddaughter, I am so proud to be
here today to honor this great, historic
moment.

PROTECTING RIGHT TO CHOOSE

(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORELLE. Madam Speaker, as
States like Alabama move forward im-
plementing medieval laws that seek to
imprison doctors and punish women for
their personal healthcare decisions, I
want to make one thing absolutely
clear: I will always stand up and defend
a woman’s fundamental right to
choose.

These near-total bans on abortion are
not only unconstitutional, but they
also endanger the lives of countless
women who will be forced to turn to
unsafe procedures.

In 1930, illegal abortion was listed as
the official cause of death for almost
2,700 women, nearly 20 percent of ma-
ternal deaths recorded that year.

We have come too far in the fight for
women’s equality to retreat to an era
when women lacked the basic right to
autonomy over their own bodies.

My district of Rochester, New York,
is the proud home of Susan B. An-
thony. Today, we commemorate the
100th anniversary of the 19th Amend-
ment, but the fight for women’s rights
is far from over.

We must remain resolute in our com-
mitment to protecting and upholding
Roe v. Wade. We must support critical
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